US Army FM 23-9 M16A1 and M16A2 Rifle Marksmanship

FM 23-9 (Excerpt)
Magazine Changes. Rapid magazine changes are an integral part of sustaining rapid semiautomatic
suppressive fire. Soldiers must quickly reload their rifles and resume accurate firing.
Magazine handling. Most units establish the soldier's basic load of ammunition and loaded
magazines. The number of magazines vary based on the mission and tactical situation. During combat,
some magazines are lost, but it is the soldier's responsibility to keep this loss to a minimum. While
training a soldier to reload his magazines, the trainer must emphasize the need to account for these
magazines
The sequence for magazine handling during rapid changes is illustrated for right and left-handed
firers in Figure 4-2.
Rifle loading. Removing a magazine from the firing side ammunition pouch is the same for both
right- and left-handed firers. Empty magazines must be removed from the rifle before performing the
following.
To remove magazine from the pouch, the magazine is grasped on the long edge with the
thumb, and the first and second fingers are placed on the short edge.
The magazine is withdrawn from the ammunition pouch, and the arm is extended forward,
rotating the
hand and wrist so that the magazine is in position (open end up and long edge to the rear) to load into
the rifle. It is loaded into the rifle by inserting the magazine straight into the magazine well until it is
seated. The base of the magazine is tapped with the heel of the hand to ensure the magazine is fully
seated.
Removing a magazine from the nonfiring side of the ammunition pouch requires the firer to
support the rifle with his firing hand. His nonfiring hand grasps the magazine and loads it into the rifle.

Rapid magazine changing. Training and repeated practice in this procedure improves soldier
proficiency. The firer does not move the selector lever to SAFE during a rapid magazine change, but
he must maintain a safe posture during the change.
The following is a step-by-step sequence for rapid magazine changing.
Right-handed firer. Remove the index finger from the trigger and depress the magazine catch button
while keeping a secure grip on the rifle with the nonfiring hand (Figure 4-3). Release the pistol grip,
grasp and remove the empty magazine with the right (firing) hand, and secure it. Grasp the loaded
magazine with the right hand (rounds up and forward). Insert the loaded magazine into the magazine
well and tap upward with the palm of the right hand. This ensures that the magazine is fully seated and
locked into the rifle. Depress the upper half of the bolt catch with the fingers of the right hand. This
allows the bolt to go forward, chambering the first round. If necessary, use the right hand to tap the
forward assist to fully chamber the first round. Return the right hand to its original firing position on the
pistol grip. Return the index finger to the trigger.

Left-handed firer. Remove the index finger from the trigger and release the pistol grip. Depress the
magazine catch button with the index finger of the left (firing) hand. Remove the empty magazine with
the left hand and secure it. Grasp the loaded magazine with the left hand (rounds up, bullets forward).
Insert the loaded magazine into the magazine well and tap upward with the palm of the left hand. This
ensures that the magazine is fully seated and locked into the rifle. Depress the upper half of the bolt
catch with a finger of the left hand. This allows the bolt to go forward, chambering the first round. If
necessary, use the right hand to tap the forward assist to fully chamber the first round. Return the left
hand to its original firing position on the pistol grip. Return the index finger to the trigger. The firer must
maintain a safe posture during the change.
When loading from the nonfiring side, the previous steps are followed with this exception: the
loaded magazine is secured and inserted into the magazine well with the nonfiring hand. The firing
hand supports the rifle at the pistol grip. After the magazine is inserted, the firer should shift the rifle’s
weight to his nonfiring hand and continue with the recommended sequence.

